Workability Europe’s Annual Conference

From 25th – 29th May, our Romanian partner Motivation, together with support from Shaw Trust, hosted Workability Europe's annual conference, ‘Financial and Economic Challenges: 2009 and Beyond.’ The conference was held in Romania’s capital, Bucharest.

Participants from 30 Workability Europe (WE) member organisations, covering 17 countries, as well as officials from the Romanian government, the European Union and other non-governmental organisations, took part in the conference.

The presentations and discussions of the conference showed a common concern among participants about the future operations of our sector in these challenging times of economic turmoil. Most members of WE report that they have been directly affected by the global recession. 

The key issues that came out of the conference were:

· WE and its members want to remind governments and the European Institutions that social systems are also social stabilisers and that in times of economic uncertainty these systems are of increased importance to society. We therefore offer our expertise and cooperation to the relevant authorities in order to provide solutions and mechanisms to address this issue with our knowledge of the various models of employment; 

· Further action has to be taken to encourage disabled people to enter, remain in and stay in, the labour market. The current efforts of Governments, Companies and non-profit Organisations should therefore be increased. 

· WE is also convinced that the current economic challenges also present opportunities to its members to build stronger and more sustainable organisations and that ultimately, only sustainable and competitive organisations will ensure the human right that all people should have to work. 
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